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Getting Started with the AWS Management Console

AWS experience Beginner

Time to complete 15 minutes

Cost to complete Free Tier eligible
Requires o AWS Account

« Recommended browser: The latest version
of Chrome or Firefox

Accounts created within the past 24 hours
might not yet have access to the services
required for this tutorial.

Last updated March 12, 2022

Overview

The AWS Management Console is a web application that comprises a broad collection of service
consoles for managing AWS resources. When you first sign in, you see the Console Home page.
The home page provides access to each service console and offers a single place to access the
information you need to perform your AWS related tasks. You can also customize the Console
Home page by adding, removing, and rearranging widgets, such as recently visited, AWS Health,
Trusted Advisor, and more.

The individual service consoles, on the other hand, offer a wide range of tools for cloud computing,
as well as information about your account and about your billing.

What You Will Learn

In this guide, you will learn:

« The different sections of the Console Home

Overview 1
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» How to access account information
» How to switch AWS Regions

« How to work with widgets on the Console Home

Prerequisites

Before starting this guide, you will need:

« An AWS account: if you don't already have one, follow the Setting Up Your Environment getting

started guide for a quick overview.

Implementation

Console Home

After signing up for a new AWS account and logging in, you will see the console dashboard. This

is the starting point for interacting with the various AWS services and other important console
components. The dashboard consists of a navigation bar at the top and a number of widgets in the
main body of the page, which you can configure and rearrange. AWS is developing more widgets so
you can further customize your console experience.

We will start by taking a look at the navigation bar at the top. In the image to the right, we have
highlighted five controls within the navigation bar:

1. Account information

Region selector

Service selector

Search box

ok W

AWS CloudShell

Prerequisites 2
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and more [Option+5]

Console Home

Recently visited inro : Welcome to AWS

Getting started with AWS [

Learn the fundamentals and find valuable

oA )
information to get the most out of AWS.
P Training and certification [
No recently visited services :_@ Learn from AWS experts and advance your

L skills and knowledge.
Explore one of these commonly visited AWS services.

IAM  EC2 S3  RDS  Lambda v/ What's new with AWS? [2
/@\ Discover new AWS services, features, and
Regions.

AWS Health info é Cost and usage info
Open issues Current month costs Top costs for current month
O Past 7 days $24.3 2 Amazon Registrar $12.00
Scheduled changes Forecasted month end costs Amazon Route 53 $7.51
0 Upcoming and past 7 days $24.3 2 Up 3% over last month Tax $3.18
Other notifications Last month costs E"‘J Amazan Elastic Container Service $1.41
0 Past 7 days $2364 [ Eec2-other $0.20

Costs shown are unblended. Learn more [

Go to AWS Health Go to AWS Cost Management

Build a solution info : Trusted Advisor info

Start building with simple wizards and automated workflows.

AWS Account Information

The first highlighted menu contains information and links for your account. It displays the AWS
Account ID, and the current user logged in to the console, along with links to navigate to the
following pages:

» Account - Details about your account, including the address, contact information, billing settings,
and more. For a full list of topics that describe how to manage your account, see Managing your

AWS account in the AWS Account Management Reference Guide.

AWS Account Information 3
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Organization - AWS Organizations is an account management service that enables you to
consolidate multiple AWS accounts into an organization that you create and centrally manage.
For more details, see the AWS Organizations User Guide.

Service Quotas - Quotas, also referred to as limits in AWS services, are the maximum values for
the resources, actions, and items in your AWS account. When a new account is created, there
are default values, such as assigning five Elastic IP addresses. These limits can be increased by

logging a support ticket. For more details, please see the quotas documentation.

Billing Dashboard - You can use the dashboard page of the AWS Billing and Cost Management
console to gain a general view of your AWS spending. For more details, see Using the AWS Billing
and Cost Management console dashboard in the AWS Billing and Cost Management User
Guide.

Security Credentials - This link will take you to your AWS IAM user's page in the IAM part of the
console where you can change your password, add 2 factor authentication, generate AWS API
keys, and more. For more details, see the AWS Identity and Access Management User Guide.

Settings - This link will take you to General Settings configuration page. From here you can
manage console global settings such as default language and region as well preferences to
optimize your console display experience.

AWS Account Information
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d} @ Oregon ¥

Account ID: 11171-1111-1111
IAM user: coooo [

Account
Organization
Service Quotas
Billing Dashboard

Security credentials

Settings

Switch role

AWS Regions

The second highlighted menu shows the currently selected AWS Region. AWS global infrastructure
is grouped into Regions, and each service is hosted in a Region, unless it is a global service, such

as AWS IAM or Amazon Route 53. The menu will display the currently selected Region, or "Global"
when you have selected a global service. The text consists of the Region group, such as "US East";
region name, such as "N. Virginia"; and the Region string used by the AWS CLI, SDK, and other
services, such as "us-east-1".

When you click on the currently selected Region, a dropdown will appear with all the available
Regions, and you can switch the console to a different Region by clicking on one in the list.

AWS Regions 5
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Use the scroll bar on the right-hand side to see the full list of available options.

US East (Ohio) us-east-2
US West (N. California) us-west-1

US West (Oregon) us-west-2

Africa (Cape Town) af-south-1

Asia Pacific (Hong Kong) ap-east-1

Asia Pacific (Jakarta)  ap-southeast-3

Asia Pacific (Mumbai) ap-south-1

Asia Pacific (Osaka) ap-northeast-3
Asia Pacific (Seoul) ap-northeast-2
Asia Pacific (Singapore) ap-southeast-1

Asia Pacific (Sydney) ap-southeast-2

AWS Service Selector

The third highlighted menu is the AWS service selector. You can use this to navigate between
services grouped by top-level categories, such as Compute, which includes Amazon EC2, along with

AWS Service Selector 6
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other services like AWS Elastic Beanstalk and Amazon Lightsail. This is a great way to explore the
various services by category, especially if you are new to AWS.

You can also mark services as favorites by selecting the star next to their names, which will pin
them to the navigation bar. This can be done anywhere you see the star, including the search box.

a,!:',s-'- Q, Search fi ) nd more [Option+5]

Recently visited

Compute

Favorites

AWS App Runner

Build and run production web applications at scale

All services

[ Analytics Batch
Fully managed batch processing at any scale

Application Integration

£ ARR VR EC2

Virtual Servers in the Cloud
AWS Cost Management

Blockchain EC2 Image Builder

A managed service to automate build, customnize and deploy OS images
Business Applications

Elastic Beanstalk

Containers Run and Manage Web Apps

Customer Enablement

Lambda

"_ Database Run Code without Thinking about Servers

Developer Tools . .
Lightsail (2

End User Computing Launch and Manage Virtual Private Servers

Front-end Web & Mobile
AWS QOutposts

75 Game DEVE[OFIITIEI‘It Run AWS Services On Premises

4% Internet of Things
Serverless Application Repository

Machine Learnin
9 Assemble, deploy, and share serverless applications within teams or publicly

AWS Search

The fourth highlighted item is the search box. When you enter text into the box, the
underlying search engine searches across a number of different locations to match the text that
you entered. It will return matches in eight sections:

AWS Search 7
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« Services: List of AWS services

« Features: List of features of AWS services

» Blogs: Posts from the AWS blog

« Documentation: AWS Documentation

» Knowledge Articles: AWS Support Knowledge Center

« Tutorials: Hands-on guides from the AWS Getting Started Resource Center
« Events: AWS hosted events that are upcoming, or available on-demand

» Marketplace: AWS Marketplace offerings that you can deploy in your AWS account

The Search is a quick way to find and navigate to services and resources that you are looking for.
If the search engine is unable to find a match within one of these sections, the section will not
be included in the list. You can add services to the navigation bar by selecting the star to favorite
them.

AWS Search 8
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W) i senvices | Q EC2| ra¥ @ Ireland ¥ 6060 @ C00600C0a0 ¥

Search results for 'EC2'
Consol

Services

Rece Features (40)
Bl ec2 «

Virtual Servers in the Cloud

Blogs {1,711)

Documentation (122,155) AWS (2
Knowledge Articles (30) @ EC2 Image Builder ls and find valuable

most out of AWS.
Tutorials (15) A managed service to automate build, customize and deploy OS images

BEA

Events (9)
ation 4

ts and advance your

Marketplace (1,365) @ AWS Compute Optimizer ¢
Recommend optimal AWS Compute resources for your workloads

ww AWS Firewall Manager <

S
Central management of firewall rules

ices, features, and

Features See all 40 re

Export snapshots to EC2
AW Bl Lightsail feature

Open Issue Dashboard h
0 B EC2 feature
$12.00
Scheduled Limits $7.51
C2 8
0 B EC2 feature $3.18
Other notif AMIs Service $1.41
0 B EC2 feature $0.20

Blogs See all 1,711 results»

New — Attribute-Based Instance Type Selection for EC2 Auto Scaling and
EC2 Fleet 2
By: Danilo Poccia Date: October 27, 2021

Happy 15th Birthday Amazon EC2 [
By: Jeff Barr | Date: August 23, 2021

Feedback English (US) ¥ © 2022, Amazon Web Services, Inc. or its affiliates. Privacy Terms Cookie preferences

AWS CloudShell

The fifth highlighted item is the AWS CloudShell icon. By selecting this icon, you will launch a
browser-based shell environment that is pre-authenticated with your console credentials. Use this
to execute AWS CLI commands or scripts using the AWS CDK from your browser. If you add any files
to CloudShell (up to the 1GB limit), it will persist the files between sessions.

CloudShell is a useful tool for securely interacting with your AWS account, and is Region specific,
so any files that you upload are specific to that Region. The current selected Region is displayed in
orange above the terminal.

AWS CloudShell 9
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(L1 . _ - . P
aws 1ai Services Q, search for serv and more (Option+35]

AWS CloudShell

Preparing your terminal...

[cloudshell-user@ip-18-8-65-7@ ~]% Try these commands to get started:
aws help or aws <command> help or aws <command> --cli-auto-prompt
[cloudshell-user@ip-10-0-65-70 ~1% ||

AWS Dashboard Widgets

The dashboard also contains a number of widgets to help you get started. We will discuss the
widgets that appear by default, but you can move and resize these, or add different ones from
the "Actions" dropdown. Three of the widgets provide you with static links to learn how to build a
solution or to explore AWS (Welcome to AWS, Build a solution, and Explore AWS). The other five
are dynamic and provide important information about AWS services, your AWS costs and usage,
and best practices:

AWS Health: information on events that might affect your AWS infrastructure and account

Cost and usage: an overview of service costs, with a breakdown by AWS service

Favorites: a list of your favorite AWS services

Recently visited: a list of top recently visited services

Trusted Advisor: recommendations to follow AWS best practices

AWS Dashboard Widgets 10
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Console Home i

EREREEDEEE

Recently visited info

Amazon Managed Blockchain
CodeBuild

DynamoDB

ElastiCache

CodePipeline

EC2

Resource Groups & Tag Editor

Service Catalog

BERB

U

AWS Cost Explorer
Support
S3

Elastic Container Registry

7

N
2

Welcome to AWS [4 g

Getting started with AWS

Learn the fundamentals and find valuable
information to get the most out of AWS.

Training and certification

Learn from AWS experts and advance your
skills and knowledge.

! What's new with AWS?

Discover new AWS services, features, and
Regions.

AWS Health info 8 Cost and usage info ¢
Open issues Current month costs Top costs for current month
0 Past 7 days $1 00-07 AWS Support (Business) $100.00
Scheduled changes Forecasted month end costs Amazon GuardDuty $0.04
0 Upcoming and past 7 days $1 00-28 Up 0% over last month E Amazon Simple Storage Service $0.04
Other notifications Last month costs
O Past 7 days $1 00-32
Costs shown are unblended. Learn more [4
Go to AWS Health Go to AWS Cost Management
Build a solution info Trusted Advisor info H
Start building with simple wizards and automated workflows. Action recommended
. . X . ® 2 Details
al Launch a virtual machine Register adomain N = e
=8 with EC2 (2 mins) With Route 53 (3 mins)
Investigation recommended
Start a development project 1 Build a web app .
With CodeStar (5 mins) With AWS App Runner (5 mins) A 3 Details
G Connect an loT device Deploy a serverless microservice Passed items
With AWS IoT (5 mins) With API Gateway (2 mins)
@ 1 1 O Details

B

Build using virtual servers
With Lightsail (2 mins)

Host a static web app
With AWS Amplify Console (2 mins)

Start migrating to AWS
With AWS MGN (2 mins)

Go to Trusted Advisor

AWS Dashboard Widgets
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Conclusion

Congratulations! You have finished the Getting Started with the AWS Management Console
getting started guide.

In this guide, you learned about the various parts of the AWS Management Console dashboard, and
how to use the dashboard to navigate to services and account and billing information; search for
services, features, articles, and guides; and view your billing dashboard.

To gain experience using the console, we recommend the following hands-on guides:

+ Host a Static Website

e Launch a Windows Virtual Machine in Amazon Lightsail

Conclusion 12
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